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ABSTRACT

Corrupt characters abound in West Anglophone Affrifiation more than the uncorrupt and far more than
incorruptible characters. The uncorrupt are thdsacters that are aware of the phenomenon of taltieg around them
and keep silent or denounce it just to show thay thre against the practice. The incorruptible atters are those to
whom bribes are proposed and who reject them. @beayot only criticize scenes of corruption, thegoabpenly refuse to
be involved in it and even combat the phenomendw. Jurpose of this article is to present the comiauach particular
distinctive features of such characters in thdatien with their occupation and other charactarthe novel, and see how
efficient is their struggle. To reach this goak 8tudy is focused on their speech as well asofhataracters close to them,

through discourse analysis in terms of enunciadioth message.
KEYWORDS: African Fiction, Incorruptible Characters, Distiivet Features, Rejection, Isolated Struggle
RESUME

Les personnages corrompus foisonnent dans les sewersanesques anglophones africaines plus que les
personnages non corrompus et beaucoup plus quectasuptibles. Les personnages non corrompus Geumt qui sont
conscients du phénoméne de pots de vin autour &egardent silence ou le dénonce juste pour mogtrds sont contre
la pratique. Les personnages corruptibles sont aeyxi les pots de vin sont proposés et qui lestegjt. lls ne critiquent
pas seulement les scénes de corruption mais ilseef aussi ouvertement d'y étre mélés et méme atbemd le
phénomene. Le but de ce présent article est demiegsles traits distinctifs et particuliers destpkersonnages dans leur
relation avec leur occupation et d’autres persoesaty roman et de mesurer I'efficacité de leuelu®our y parvenir,
I'étude se focalise sur leurs propos ainsi que cksxpersonnages proches d’eux a travers I'andlyskscours, en termes

d’énonciation et de message.
MOTS CLES: Fiction Africaine, Personnages Incorruptibles, ®&listinctifs, Rejet, Lutte Isolée

INTRODUCTION

From colonial period so far, many African writei@vie focused their works on corrupt characters dutdf these
works include incorruptible characters. In the gadependence period particularly, corrupt characédound in African
fiction more than the uncorrupt and far more thacoiruptible characters. The uncorrupt are those are aware of the
phenomenon of bribe taking around them and keemtsdr denounce it just to show that they are agdhe practice.
Baako in Ayi Armah’sFragment$ works in a corrupt division of Ghanavision and demees the practice of corruption
through his film scripts. The teacher in fBeautyfulOnesare not yetBorr? of the same author knows about the depth of

corruption in the Ghanaian society but remainsrasndifferent observer, reading, listening to tlaelio and practicing
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yoga in his room. The incorruptible charactersthose to whom bribes are proposed and who rejeat.tSuch characters
fight openly against corruption in their field obvk regardless of the opinion of people around thEney are created by
writers to make a drastic contrast between themthadther characters in a novel or play. Whatrdisive features do
they have in common and in particular and how &ffitis their struggle? Those questions will beltde@&h from the
angle of discourse analysis of their speech. Tlaeadters retained for this study are Ezeulu in GhiAchebe’sArrow of
God, “The Man” in Ayikwei Armah’sThe Beautyful Ones are not yet BhrAugustus Adebayo in his autobiographical
bookWhite Man in Black skirand Kunle Bangbelu in A.S OgundimBgly Seasof

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE CHARACTER S

Among the four characters, two — Ezeulu and Augugtdebayo — belong respectively to the beginnind the
last years of British colonial rule. The two othersThe Man and Kunle Bagbelu appear in post inddgece African
period. In other term3\rrow of GodandWhite Man in Black skiare set in colonial era, and The Beautiful ones rat
Yet Born and Silly Season deal with post coloniatipd. The four characters evolve on the trackdhiaistration, the

first two characters in colonial administration @hd two others in post colonial administration.

Ezeulu is from an Igbo village in eastern Nigerigidg the British colonization, precisely duringetindirect
Rule whereby The British Crown decided to rule otfer colonies with the help of local authoritiehieTlocal authority
chosen for that purpose Arrow of Godis Ezeulu, chief priest of Ulu of Umuaro peoplethe village, the British Crown
has two complementary wings: The monarch repredebte the District Officer and the church by the Gtian

missionaries.

Augustus Adebayo is trained as teacher and he tdoigh number of years before entering the Nigedalonial
administration as an administrative officer. Henga the administration out of necessity. He warttedbecome a
university lecturer but for lack of financial meahe gave up. He is first employed as AssistantridisOfficer at

Oguwashi-Uku in the province of Benin. Then hegpainted assistant Divisional Adviser for Benin Bign.
At this time the western region was divided intousnber
of provinces of which Benin province was one. Epatvince
was sub-divided into a number of divisions, eactienrthe
supervision of a District Officer who was assisgdan
assistant District officef.

On the departure of the British authorities, hektower as the District Officer and twenty yearefahe retired as
secretary to the Government and Head of ServiceanBiis retirement, he was appointed special @i\ the Governor
of Ondo State.

The Man, the anonymous characteifime Beautyful Ones are not yet Bowarks in the administrative block of
Ghana Railway Corporation which is in charge ofwaying timber from the inter-land to the harbotttie south. He has

been working in that office for many years beforee discover him in the story of the novel.

Kunle Bangbelu was a college teacher before himiappent as State Commissioner and member of thge St
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Executive Council in Ribalia, an imaginary countvflose name means the country of the unlawful gift.

Apart from Ezeulu who is a traditional chief, thaee other characters come from poor families; tiveye
struggling hard with poverty before their admissioto the civil service. Adebayo had some expersde=ad before his

appointment:
Already my mother had been counting the days
And expecting when | will complete my studies;
my younger brother who was in secondary owed
over N180:00 in fees and had been threatened with
expulsion if he did not pay thefn.

The Man goes to work by bus and has to wait forsaisry of clerk to satisfy the needs of his famiynle
Bangbelu’s father has never owned a house befsrdddth: “He (my father) was an honest, responsibipectable and
respected personnel. He retired as a Grade Twdeedmt like mother said, he died a homeless padpaugustus

Adebayo, The Man, and Kunle Bangbelu have a Ipeo$onal and family needs to satisfy.

They have good reasons to live a better life noat they are working. But their first concern initheork is
professional integrity just as Ezeulu shows itimrole of the Chief priest of Ulu iArrow of God.UIu is a god created by
the igbo people almost a century before the siagéls of Umuaro united to withstand the Abam slaiders. As chief
priest, Ezeulu is responsible for safe guidingtthadition and rituals of the people. In that respbe watches for the moon
each month to announce the New Moon. He eats shadared yams with the purpose of organizing theat the festival
of the Pumpkin Leaves and the New Yam Feast. Heaalsounces and presides over the main ceremaities dan, like
the ceremony of purification, which reaffirms tlhiekl of solidarity and unity among the children ofmdaro. We see him

in the shrine of Ulu praying for the clan:
May we increase in numbers at the next countirth®f
villages. We shall sacrifice to you a cow, not &¢kén as
we did after the New Yam Feast. May children peirth
fathers into the earth and not fathers their childMay
good meet the face of every man and every womarit Le
come to the land of the riverain folk and to thedaf the
forest peoples’

Ezeulu carries out his duties with great conscieasmas a man and as the representative of Ulleleyes of

people in the six villages, he is a blend of halfan and half spirit in the service of the intedstis clan.

In White Man in Black Skjradministrative work is what government does Fa population in terms of welfare
infrastructures and services that affect the daibs of the citizens. Augustus Adebayo serves esgigely in the colonial

administration and post-independence civil seriticéligeria. He received his first lesson of profesal integrity from
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the District Officer to whom he reported at the ibeghg of his career.

Before dismissing me from his presence, he hadinak
injunction to give me. | was at all time to maimtalie traditional
dignity and authority of my post. Colonial admingbrs, he said,
had built up over the years a monument of authauity dignity,
characterized by impartiality and fairness andigest

He respects scrupulously the schedule of dutieddthover to him by the District Officer. These dsttover all

aspect of human lives in the country and show tteire and scope of the functions of an adminiseatifficer in the

colonial administration. Once in his office, he lwsothat he has to learn to be up to the task amdetbult expected from

him. He calls on the Chief Clerk to help him dectiiz abbreviations in use in the office:

To educate myself without necessarily exposing gmpiance,

| called in the Chief Clerk for a friendly chat thg which |

asked if he will be good enough to let me haveteoli the various
abbreviations in use in the office and their megsif

A young man coming from the university lacks prefemal experience; he has to learn from his boss, h

colleagues and available documents if he is readgdrn and has a sense of humility. His univergitglifications are

quite different from the practice on the field:

Talking about training, | discovered very earlyinmy
career that a useful channel of self-training vesslng
the minutes, correspondence and briefs writteherfites
by past admission officers of various grades — 8,.0,
Residents?

Only a civil servant conscious of the responsibiithe is given and who wants to perform his waikyfand

honestly can have that reflex of self-training.marhis district officer, he finally learns how toiwra good administrative

letter after many frustrations of seeing his draftsssed with two parallel lines across them, diciate that they are

unsuitable. For his boss, his various grafts wépgeces of beautiful prose not in the form andlstpf an official

correspondence® Practice makes perfect: Because it did not take thb long to appreciate the district officer's wie

point. During a work day, he moves from one plaz@other to cover his daily schedules including likearing of the

complaints of the people. The colonial administatservice attached a great importance to his inctbecause it is

considered as an aspect in which the British sefiservice and fair play was best demonstratad:d rule | devoted the

last hour of each day to hearing complaififehe sense of justice and fair play that comes ftoenBritish tradition of

integrity and impatrtiality is a positive aspectioé British rule that post-independence Africaril@ervants and leaders of

all types could have gained in their managememudflic affairs, but unfortunately very few of theimherited these
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qualities. Augustus Adebayo is one of them. As mmitted administrator to the welfare of the peopdeadministered
during the British rule and post-independence adnation, he got “to know the way the people lsed think, their
problems, aspirations and their feal$There is a mutual trust between him and the pebgladministers, particularly

when he becomes the first black district officéenthe departure of his boss.
It is dark; night falls. I sit by my bush lanternigtly
enjoying a history book ( ... ) I sit happy and caortéel
in the knowledge that stretched before me is algimp
community whose lives and welfares are committed to
my care and who look up to me with childlike trét
counsels, for justice and fair plaY.

The Man in The Beautyful Ones are not yet Bgwoes to his office on work days and comes back holtaving
each time the same itinerary. He works amidst fellderks who ignore his presence in an administratgervice
characterized by slowness and lack of maintenareecarries out his duties in the best way he cahisatlesk in the
Railway and Harbors administration which formerlgssmanaged by colonial masters. As O.R. Dathorideageut him,
The Beautyful Ones are not yet Bosrmplot centers on an honest man of unshakafegrity who works as a minor civil
service functionary in the Railway Station in Ghafa His routine of going to his office and coming kagome
sometimes is temporarily interrupted by his visitdis friend, The Teacher, to whom he reports wag@ipens in his office

or in his family and once by his escape to the badwere he meets Koffi Billy and Maana taking maaia.

Kunle Bangbelu draws his professional integritynfrbis teaching experience. A good teacher, for iminst be
able to put in practice what he teaches to theestisdGood teaching goes beyond the four walls of a otess. And one
of the attributes of a good teacher is the abititylead by example and the capacity to be a roleletid Hearing his
speech during his first meeting with the staff me tMinistry of Works, we note the qualities he estpefrom them:
openness, team spirit, sincerity, willingness takweffectively and discipline. The only promise imade is‘to support
genuine effort geared towards improving the lobof people.” His professional integrity obliges him to renouncéis
first draft of his resignation which he judges hgptical and full of lies. In this draft, after adgsing words of flattery to
His Excellency the military governor, he says thathas enjoyed excellent working relationship witin and with his
colleagues in the cabinet, which is not true. Thertells him that the cause of his resignationisslad health, which has

nothing to do with the case of corruption in whidh colleagues involve him.
| took the draft, crumbled and threw it into thesthin.
this piece of paper was telling lies and | hats.|More
importantly | hate to be called a liar. And thatsvexactly
what my conscience was calling me! No, | won't ladexl
a liar?

But he finally resigned in spite of the governaattempt to dissuade him. Resigning is the only teafree his
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conscience. How could he go back to an office wheres already compromised and despised?

Once of the common features of the incorruptiblerabters is to be despised. Kunle Bangbelu is dedpn his
office not only because he does not accept to ibedrbut also because he threatens his colledgueagaking bribes. In
his family, he is poured scorn on by his mothes, diint and his girlfriend for not being able tafgttheir requests. The
Man in The Beautyful Ones are not yet Basrdespised by his fellow workers, his wife and ihisther-in-law because he
refuses to use his position to satisfy his persaralls. His colleagues collect the bribes he reftsséake from customers
for an unlawful service, exposing him thereby te Htorn of some corrupteféou, you are a very wicked man. You will
never prospef? He is ridiculed and humiliated by his mother-In-lawho sees her grandson come to her house barefoot
and wounded with his father. For the grandmotheigh@ndson is fatherless from the words she uttetise small boyMy
poor husband! You have no shoes to wear, so yoar Ifitte feet get torn to pieces. Ei, my husbayall have nobody to
buy you shoes, so your little toes will be destdoyéou must know you have nobody; you are an orpaatomplete
orphan?® She calls father a rich husband, not a poor siiant who works honestly and lives with his fgnaitcording
to his means. The man does not feel at ease, néitliés family nor in his office. Augustus Adebaignot also sparred
that hostility although the reader has little imf@tion about the attitude of his collaborators im ¢ffice and about his
relatives. When, as the new assistant Districtd®ffi he wants to get acquainted with the variouselations and their
meaning in use in the office, he sends for the CBlerk who dodges him pretending that those akibtiens are too
many to be put in writing. The reaction of the Ghiderk is not surprising. He considers the newsbas a threat to his
interest. The Chief Clerk’s attitude is the firstcbhimpression Augustus has of his black collabosatdhen he enters the
administrative servicelo my utter chagrin, the Chief Clerk let me in ryvmore assured than before | sent for fAfrm
the case of Ezeulu iArrow of God,he cannot be despised by anyone else except tinetdidficer Captain Winterbottom
and his assistant who offer him the title of ParamicChief since he is not trained to work in théoo@l administration.

But for having rejected the offer, he is sent tisqm at Government Hill at Okperi.

The four incorruptible characters have in commagirticonnection with administrative service, the guy of
their families except Ezeulu and the hostility ledit collaborators and relatives. In a nutsheythre not in harmony with

people in their environment. But this clash doespmevent them from keeping on with their resistatacorruption.
RESISTANCE TO CORRUPTION AND ITS LIMITS

The four characters resist to corruption in one wagnother because they are convinced of theilcehadeas
and behaviors. All of them have in mind the intesesf their fellow countrymen. Ezeulu refuses tketdhe title of
Paramount Chief offered to him by the District ©&i Captain Winterbottom because he is convincatlttie colonial
Administration wants to perpetuate its dominatieerahe colonies through an indirect rule. Accegptine title means that
he will not be different from the new African chi#n converts. Conscious about the roles he playsis community,
Ezeulu turns down this conversion which is politiazligious and cultural. His rejection of the effhas its roots in
Umuaro’s traditions, precisely in the strength aklu’s priesthood which makes him the chief prifstlu, the main
deity common to the six villages of Umuaro. Ezesllmiessage to the District Officer is clear-cigll the white man that
Ezeulu will not be anybody’s chief except Bidis mode of resistance is a categorical oppositioméodffer in spite of
the punishment he endures in prison at GovernméhtTHe District Officer thinks that Ezeulu is @aasy prey when he

sends his own son, Oduche, to the white man’s samdoes the Princess Royal does ilenture ambigiié® But he
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compromises his priesthood by refusing to eat tlesv NYam to announce the Yam Feast, in reaction sofdéliow
countrymen who did not support him against the mialoAdministration. He leads a solitary struggtmmmst the colonial
power like Okonkwo ifThings Fall Aparf’

Before serving in the Nigerian civil service, Augus Adebayo serves in the colonial administratisma upright
and incorruptible civil servant. He, himself doed make the difference between serving his fellowntrymen during the
colonial rule and serving them in post-independadministration because he is committed to the welfaf his
compatriots and works with a sense of justice @iddlay inherited from his colonial masters. Thgnity and the ease
with which he settles problems in his province mpk&eple call him a white man in black skin becahseblack men who
work with the white administrators cheat and usgrthosition to serve their own interests. It is ttase of the junior clerk
who takes money from some desperate suitors ofdhet in the name of the Assistant District Offieagyainst a promise
of defending their cases before the day of tri@viHg noticed the trick, the assistant D.O tacyfgiets rid of him. Those
suitors find the Assistant District Officer unapacbable for any proposition of bribe because ofchigracter of white
man. Never has it been heard that a native brilvdsite colonial administrator. The junior clerkiick leads the Assistant

District Officer to alert senior officials in anyganizations:
Up till the present moment, there is abundant endde
all around us to lead one to suspect that scores
of petty clerks in various organization are duping
the public and making a lot of money in the name
of their boss®

The narrator’s statement comes from the experienedsas of the colonial and post-independent adinétions.
In the former, he works unconsciously to maintaiw bnd order for colonial masters while in theglatie helps to develop
a decolonized country. His statement can be taksida down to also mean that up till now thereraasy directors and
senior officials in various organizations that araking a lot of money over the heads of their dedkugustus’ struggle
against corruption is exceptional. There are veny people like him in the post-independent admiaistn. But his
struggle is isolated.

In the face of corruption, The Man’s reaction Isrste. When he is insulted “wicked man” by Amakwa timber
man whose offer of bribe he refuses, The Man satfsimg. He utters no word when his mother-in-laWschim a useless
father. He has never been moved by the criticishfisowife and her incitement to corruption. Thrbogt the novel he
remains equal to himself, unchanged, incorruptfiblspite of his poor social condition. But the laribe refuses to take is
taken by another clerk under his nose. He is rably'chidodo’ his wife calls hima bird that hates excrement but feeds

on maggot$® Symbolically the man comes across a stream whosklypart can be seen at the beginning and atitie e
All the filth seemed to have got caught for a haggi
moment, so that the water escaping through a gap

made by the little dam and the far side of thehditc
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had a cleanness which had nothing to do with tingyth
It comes out from (...) Far out, toward the mouth of
the small stream and the sea, he could see the wate
already ageing into the mud of its beginnifg.

Such an image reveals the inefficiency of The Mawe'sistance to corruption in a corrupt environmérite
stream takes back the dark color it had before.clémr part of the middle of the stream connotes Man’s situation of
uprightness. He is a clean man in a dirty envirammBespite his refusal of taking bribe, The Mamains a passive
observer in his social environment. He is also ip@stic about any possible change of mentality.eAfthe coup which
brings the military force to power, The Man seegh®/roadside two policemen taking money from aedrand comes to
the conclusion thaew men would take into their hands the power ¢alghe nation’s riches and to use them for their

own satisfactiori* A collective analysis oThe Beautyful Ones are not Yet Bominternet points out that:
Armah’s observations suggest that post-independent
African nations are locked into a cycle of politica
and economic despair. He appears to vew the current
situation as simply inevitable in light of the cerés
of moral compromises made by both Africans and
Europeans?

Among the four characters, Kunle Bangbelu is the who has been really in contact with the cash gseg to
him by an engineer contractor who is waiting foiransformer to be changed on a site by the MinisfriWorks. The
engineer puts a bag of 250000, 00 Naira on the desiomer’'s desk and leaves the office in spitehef latter’s reply:
Take your bag away, | don't needitThe project of the purchase and installation oéw transformer in Sabo area was
delayed because of the delay of the bribe froniahdlords’ association. The bribe lands in the cassioner’s office as a
result of a plot staged by Kayode, his personattsy and the rest of the staff, everybody waitiegording to his grade
for his share. The commissioner’s response to anpaoishing him to accept bribe is negative: Hisrggmd Abeji, Kayode
his personal assistant, Oyin Abeji's friend and hasband Felix, Pa Shaittu Kunle’'s neighbor, Akwa fniend and
colleague teacher, his mother and his aunt. Histie®s to the requests of these people are questiesolutions and
threats. But when his awkward involvement in thiéadrof 25000, 00 Naira turns against him, he becosa and he
resigns. His questions reveal his innocence whdrsaawkward involvement in the office corruptidmosvs his naivety.
At a loss to understand why he should help thegmsrsvho came to the swearing-in ceremony and argdra cocktail for
him, he asks the following questiodge they contractors? Help? Are they in distress?tHe Ministry of Works a
cooperative union? What did | ask anybody to donfi@?* In many other cases he asks questions to understhat

people want.

Many of these ‘pushermen/women’ heard his resatstidlis friend Akwa is served the followinyo Akwa, |
will collect nothing® | shall not succumb to temptatiotfsTo the injunctions of his aunt, he remains emphétion not

going to take bribe to please anybody including mmther’” When the instigators to corruption keep on insigtine
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threatens. In his discussion with Akwa, he threm@sif, with his arrival, things will change pogily in the country and
in the Ministry of Works:Things must change in this countfyAny member of staff who takes bribe or accept itrmyn
behalf will be putting his job on the life.

He does not have the same understanding of thestgjifti and ‘reap’ as his interlocutors. The worggft’ and
‘reap’ are used to persuade him to take bribe. §vitiey take the word ‘bribe’ as being synonymouth vgift,” the
commissioner supports that ‘bribe’ is money cursb@reas ‘gift’ is money blessed. To those whohet that they have
invested and that it is time for them to reap wihety have sown, he says that we can only reap whahave sown

through our salary and not through bribe whicsrielling totemic fodd andmoney stained with other people’s sw¥at

He realizes his mistake and naivety when the miweekeeps in his office disappears. It is too [ate contractor
corrupter cannot be seen. His colleagues havedsiigzared the money. He is involved in that bradertg up to the neck,
but he cannot defend himself. Eventually he takdastaresolution which is the opposite of the fiostes whereby he
wanted to eradicate corruption in the Ministry obkiks and in the countryn the circumstance, the best thing for me was

to resign honorably and that was what | was goimglo*?

All the four incorruptible charactefsave reacted to corruption in different ways. Therenthey resist, the
stronger is the blow they receive from corrupt anduptible characters. Ezeulu resists by a cleargjection of the title
of Paramount Chief offered him by the white Didti@fficer. Augustus Adebayo stands against it kg/d@nse of justice
and fair play. The man opposes it with his sileacel Kunle Bangbelu resists it through interrogajotinreats and

resignation.
CONCLUSIONS

The study of incorruptible characters in Angloph&iest African fiction has helped to find out thesmmon
features: They are officials or clerks in the adstmation, they come from poor families, they aespised in their offices
and families but have a great sense of professiatedrity. Each of them has resisted bribe-taking particular way but
they have all led an isolated struggle which irafticis not rewarded by the hierarchy and the pe@pbund. If the head
of the fish is not corrupt, its tale cannot rot.eTbnly way to reduce the phenomenon of bribe taking promote
incorruptible characters is to sensitize peoplgood citizenship and enforce the law against céimapThe big question
however is how to avoid corruption at the head?id&ss it appears that many people have forgottahatiministration
include the notion of duty which as Oxford Dictiopaf English recalls isThe service rendered, or duties assumed in

conducting affairg?
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